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Agricultural Building Exemption Form
ln accordance with the Ohio Building Code Section 101-2 Scope: Provisions of this code shall apply
to the construction of non-residential structures except for agricultural buildings meetinjthe
requirements listed below;

OBC 101.2, Exception 3. Buildings or structures which are incident to the use for agricultural
purposes of the land on.which said buildings or structures are located, provided rulh building. o1"
structures are not used in the business of retail trade; for the purposes of this section, a build-ing or
structure is not considered used in the business of retail trade if fifty percent or more of the gross
income received from sales of products in the building or structure 

-by 
the owner or operator is

from sales of products produced or raised in a normal crop year on flrms owned or" op"irt"o by the
seller (see Sections 3781.06 and 3781.061 of the Revised Code).
OBC Definitions 202:

AGRICULTURAL BUILDING. A structure designed and constructed to house farm implements, hay,grain, poultry, livestock or other horticultural products oRC Section 37g1.06.

Parcel Area Acres

Township/lVunici umber

t, owner of said property)

Do acknowledge with the signing of this form that the building to be constructed at

(full address of the location of the exempt agricultural building)

lt/leets the definition of "agricultural building" as defined above. I further acknowledge that I am
responsible for obtaining a building permit for said structure in the event the use oithe structure
changes.

(Owners signature) (Date signed)

Zoning Jurisdiction sign off:

Building Official Date

Special Flood Hazard and Water lVlanagement Sediment Control (WMSC)Regulations are not exempt for
A^gricultural buildings; Please contact Bruce Crase, Clermont County Flood Pi-ain Administrator at 513-
732-7213 or local flood plain adminstrator to determine if the building will be located in a Speciat Flood
Hazard Area.

A separate permit may be required for work in a flood hazard area.

513-732-7300 2275 Bauer Road Batavia, OH 45103 www. Clermo ntCou ntyO h io. gov



Ohio's Agricultura! Building Exemption
Determination Flow Chart

by the staff of the Ohio Board of Building Standards-Janu ary 2010
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Ohio's Agricultural Building Exemption
Determination Flow Chart Notes

Note'l

Note 2

Note 3:

Note 4:

"Agricultural purposes" is defined in ORC 378'1 .06(CX1) to include all of the following:
. Agriculture

o cultivating soil, producing crops, raising livestock
. Farming

o same as agriculture
. Dairying

o producing, processing, and selling dairy
. Pasturage

o the grass or land eaten by grazing animals
. Apiculture

o beekeeping
. Horticullure

o plants
. Floriculture

o flowers
. Viticulture

o grapes
. Ornamentalhorticulture

o landscape gardening
. Olericulture

o vegetables
. Pomiculture

o fruit
. Animal and poultry husbandry

o Webster's defines animal husbandry as the branch of agriculture concerned wilh farm
animals, especially in regard to breeding, judging, care and production [Mentor Lagoons,
lnc. v. Zoning Board of Appeals of Mentor Twp., 1 9581

o Livestock includes horses, mules, cattle, calves, swine, sheep, or goats [AG opinion 69-
078, July 1969; and Chapter 943 ofthe Revised Code l

o The raising of minks is considered animal husbandry [Butler Co. Court. of Appeals,
Davidson v. Abele, 1965; and AG opinion 3607, 19541

o The housing, breeding, raising and showing of dogs is considered animal husbandry

[Supreme Court of Ohio, Harris V. Rootstown Township Zoning Bd. Of Appeals]

"lncident" used as an adjective means:
1. Having a subordinate or dependent relation to something specified

[Merriam-Webster's Dictionary of Law, @ ,l996 Merriam-Webster, lnc.]

2. Related to or dependent on another thing

ffhe American Heritage@ Dictionary of the English Language, Fourth Edition, Copyright O 2009 by
Houghton Mifflin Companyl

3. Likely to happen as a result
lwebster's Dictionary and Thesaurus, @2002 by Geddes & Grossetl

ln other words is the use of the building in question related to the agricultural purpose for which the
land is used?

AG Opinion 3440, November 1962, concluded that a residential dwelling is nof a structure incident to
an agricultural use of land.

mostly their own crops, then the building ls not used in retail trade.
mostly other stuff, then the building ls used in retail trade.

tf
tf

they sell
they sell
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