
Fires cannot obscure visibility for 
roadways, railroad tracks or air fields.
No wastes generated off the premises 
may be burned. For example, a tree 
trimming contractor may not haul 
branches and limbs to another site to 
burn.

Open Burns
What you 

need to know

PROHIBITED ITEMS

RESTRICTIONS

You may NEVER burn the following:
Garbage: any waste created in the process 
of handling, preparing, cooking or 
consumption of food
Dead Animals
Treated Lumber or other construction 
materials and debris - aka demolition 
materials. 
Materials containing rubber, grease and 
asphalt or made from petroleum products 
such as tires, cars, auto parts, plastics or 
plastic coated wire.  

Open burning is any time you light an 
outdoor fire without a chimney or stack. 

Open burning pollutes the air we 
breathe, releases volatile organic 
compounds (VOCs), particulate matter 
(PM) and carbon monoxide, all of which 
contribute to air pollution. These 
pollutants pose significant health risks. 

https://ohiodnr.gov/discover-and-learn
/safety-conservation/woodland-manag
ement/open-burn-laws

https://farmoffice.osu.edu/blog-tags/o
hio-open-burning-law

https://codes.ohio.gov/ohio-administra
tive-code/chapter-3745-19

https://www.southwestohioair.org/spec
ial_programs/open_burning/index.php

https://epa.ohio.gov/divisions-and-offi
ces/air-pollution-control/open-burning

Open burns are regulated by the following 
agencies:
*Ohio Department of Natural Resources
*Ohio Environmental Protection Agency
*Southwest Ohio Air Quality Agency

Jackson Township Fire & Rescue has the 
authority to extinguish any open burn that 
the Fire Chief or their designee deems as 
illegal, offensive or objectionable due to 
smoke emissions or when the conditions 
are deemed hazardous. 

Open burning is prohibited during the 
following:
The months of March, April, May, October, 
and November between the hours of
6 a.m. and 6 p.m.
When air pollution alerts or emergencies 
are in effect.
During drought conditions
During high wind conditions

WHAT IS AN OPEN BURN?

WHY IS IT REGULATED

WHO REGULATES IT?

This Information Provided By:
Jackson Township Fire and Rescue

3321 US RT 50
Williamsburg, OH  45176

513-625-1333

Ohio EPA / Southwest Ohio Air 
Quality Agency:  513-946-7777 

Presented By:
Jackson Township 

Fire & Rescue

FOR MORE INFORMATION

https://ohiodnr.gov/discover-and-learn/safety-conservation/woodland-management/open-burn-laws
https://farmoffice.osu.edu/blog-tags/ohio-open-burning-law
https://epa.ohio.gov/divisions-and-offices/air-pollution-control/open-burning
https://www.southwestohioair.org/special_programs/open_burning/index.php
https://codes.ohio.gov/ohio-administrative-code/chapter-3745-19


WHAT CAN YOU BURN?

Recreational fires are permitted with the 
following guidelines: 
*Burning of clean/dry wood, no yard waste 
or rubbish
*The fire should not exceed 3 ft wide by 2 
ft high
*Keep all recreational fires at least 50 ft 
from all structures, or other combustible 
materials (wood fences, etc) 
*The fire cannot obscure visibility along 
roads, railroad tracks or air fields. 
*NEVER leave a fire unattended
*Have a garden hose, portable fire 
extinguisher with 4A rating or other means 
of extinguishing the fire readily available.

Burning of crop debris, fence rows and 
similar agricultural burns are typically 
permitted, however the law requires that 
you burn responsibly by imposing some 
conditions on what, where and when to 
burn. In addition to the restrictions listed 
elsewhere in this brochure, Agricultural 
burns must not include standing or fallen 
buildings, building materials, or debris 
resulting from the clearing of land for new 
agricultural, residential, commercial or 
industrial development.  

ALL open burning of "land clearing waste" 
requires at least 10 days prior written 
notification to Ohio EPA. 

Agricultural waste can only be burned on 
the property where the waste is generated: 
the waste may not be taken to a different 
property for burning and a farmer cannot 
receive and burn waste from another 
property. 

Agricultural fires must not be inside village 
or city limits.  It must be at least 1000 feet 
outside a city or village limit with a 
population of 1,000 to 10,000.  And one 
mile from a city or village limit with a 
population of more than 10,000. 

The fire cannot obscure visibility along 
roads, railroad tracks or air fields. 

The fire must be more than 1,000 feet from 
any neighboring building inhabited by 
people.  

WHEN IN DOUBT:  Contact the Ohio EPA, 
Southwest Ohio Office of Air Quality 
(513) 946-7777 for guidance before a 
burn.  

Open burns are regulated by the 
following agencies:
*Ohio Department of Natural Resources
*Ohio Environmental Protection Agency
*Southwest Ohio Air Quality Agency

Jackson Township Fire & Rescue has the 
authority to extinguish any open burn 
that the Fire Chief or their designee 
deems as illegal, offensive or 
objectionable due to smoke emissions 
or when the conditions are deemed 
hazardous. 

REGULATION

RECREATIONAL FIRES

WHAT CAN YOU BURN?

AGRICULTURAL BURNS

WHAT HAPPENS IF YOU'RE 
CAUGHT ILLEGALLY BURNING

The Ohio EPA has the authority to 
enforce the state's open burning laws.  
Violations can result in criminal 
charges, fines (up to $1,000 per day) 
and civil liabilities to any harmed 
parties.  

SCAN QR CODE FOR 
OHIO EPA FORMS

Clean seasoned firewood is the only 
permitted material for recreational and 
occupational fires.

Agricultural waste, land clearing and 
residential plant matter waste are 
permitted but these types of burns do 
require notification and/or permits from 
Ohio EPA. Please refer to the Ohio EPA for 
all permit requirements and procedures.  
Generally, all forms and requests must be 
submitted at least 10 working days in 
advance of the burn.


